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PRONOUNGED 2, 
IN THE FIRST PARISH AT AMHERST, NH, 
ON THE 


ANNIVERSARY 
OP 
AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE, | 
„ JULT ee BPO fo ok 


» C301 


By CHARLES H. ATHERTON. * f 
— — f 


« The nation, which indulges towards another an habitual hatred or an 
labitugl fondneſs, is in ſome degree a ſlave.“ | 
1 | 1 9149 
** May the happineſs of the people of the United States, under the auſ- 
pices of LIBERTY, be made complete, by ſo careful a preſervation 
and fo prudent a uſe of this bleſſing as will acquire to them the glory 
of recommending it to the applauſe, the affection, and adoption of 
every nation, which is yet a ſtrangzr to it.” 
2 1 Waſhington's Farewell Addreſs. 
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Cruantes H. Aruzaton, Eg. 0 
tf | Br the unanimous ' Vots of the ſubſcribers 
for the Public Dinner, we are directed to requeſt, for the 
preſs, a copy of the Oration this day delivered by you, and 
permit us to add, Sir, that this vote accords highly with the 
individual defire of this Committee, | 
ROBERT FLETCHER, 
ROBERT MEANS, 
JONATHAN SMITH. 


| - 
' 


b Jozy 8 1798. 
BEN 5 iy; 

Tux requeſt of my fellow citizens is com: 
plied with.—Accept my thanks for your particular approba- 
tion, and ſuffer me ta add, that could the author flatter 
himſelf, that the following ſentiments are calculated to excite 
te ſenſations purely American,” to awaken that dignified felf 
regard, that INDEPENDENCE of feeling, which while it 


diſdains the threats, is ſuperior to the careſſes of any foreign 


Power, which has been, is, muſt ever be, the main pillar and 

ſupport of our NATIONAL Independence; he ſhould re- 

gard his intentions, as having a claim to the indulgence of 
the public, | _=_ 


I am, Gentlemen, 


Tur Connttrrr, 


— 


_ RU =, IF 


a—_—_ / N a 


MY MUCH R RESPECTED FELLOW CIT. 12 xs, 


Tux e twenty third Aunieenſde of the inde. 


pendence of the United States has revolved upon 
us under circumſtances, which though.:far from 
being diſcouraging, are calculated to awaken our 


vigilance fog its ſecurity. 
t Ven db nn rt % O dl md 
To ths a eil part in the commemora- 
tion of an event, which bas given; this day pecu- 
liar importance, and ſtamped it as the natal day of 
the political ſovereignty of this country; to the 
origin of which there are many living vitneſſes, 
but which, though not remote, is too early in the 


hiſtory of America to be the obje& of the ſpeak- 


er's recolle ion, may demand of him an apology. 
But his aſſurance, that it is a bleſſing to confirm 


the acquiſition and eternize the exiſtence of which, 


the aſpiration of every heart preſent unites, is to 
him a ſure pledge of the benevolence of the au- 
dence, that he has the honor to addreſs. 


$ | A o RATIO. 


10 that wiſdom, which decided, to ** ener- 
87 > iel executed i in the day of our trouble, to 
thoſe events, which raiſed the American character 
to the ſummit of fame, to the heroes, whoſe bones 
are now mouldering in the ſoil of the nation for 
whoſe liberties they bled, we, feel, we render, a 
grateful tribute of yeneration and reſpe&. Hif- 
tory does juſtice to their merit; pillars ereQed to 


renown remind the traveller that © nere we fought, - - 


bled and fell in defence of our country's rights.” But 


there is engraven on the living tablets of the heart, 


a ſweet remembrance, more honorary, than re- 


3 and more durable, than the warn monu- 


ments of human architatignre; 


An elucidation of 5 cauſes, which may blaſt, 


and of the principles, which may give eternal ver- 


dure to the dear bought honors of this day, would 
even to an auditory of the departed ſpirits of the 
unfortunate brave, be more acceptable, than a 
comment on their individual exploits. Over theſe, 
therefore, we will ſpread a mantle of reſpettſul ſi- 
lence, and haſten to objects more immediately con- 
netted, with the perpetuation of the bleſſings, 
which, we have now aſſembled to commemornie. 


Bur in our rapid career over — | 2 
wiſdom, proweſs and victory, in which Ametica 
gathered a rich and an abundant harveſt of glory, 


* 
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we mould be deaf tothe claims of juſtice, if we 
omitted to render a ſuitable tribute of grateful 


remembrance, to the blunders of a corrupt and | 
hoodwinked miniſtry, when groping after the 
deere e of ene a e 2 


W will retrace the hiſtory of the United 
States, about ten years, and from that ſtand, as an 


obſervatory, we will view the fituation of this 


country. Are there any cauſes for the diviſions 
with which we have been lacerated, for the rude 


_ conteſt for Liberty, either by her real or pretend · 


ed friends, and which has almoſt torn her ' robes 
from her limbs, it ſhall be our object to draw them 


into view. Are there any appearances in our 


political horizon, indicating the ſtorms and erup- 


tions, which have ſince hurſt over our Mun we 


vill unawed point them out. 


* 


WI behold a nation, db riſen in vindica- 


tion of her rights, to repel the unjuſt aggreſfions 
and the ſtill more dangerous pretenſions of a for- 


eeign power. She purſued her object with the 


magnanimity of conſcious reſtitude. Here we 


* trace no footſteps of cruelty. The ſpecious and 


fatal argument of neceſſity had yet found no place 
in the code of revolutionary law. An atheiſtical 
philoſophgs had yet invented no metaphyſical 


| guillotines, America ereſted no ſcaffold for the , 


. 
+ © 


— 


=: „ OAAT 10 K. 


immolation of her ſons. No political hereſy of 
ſentiment; was a watchword fot ſlaughter; but 4 
humane toleration of opinion clearly evinced, that 
the country underſtood the liberties for which they 


contended. The object of our independence 


was purſued with a moderation, a juſtice, a mild 
humanity, which has reflected on the event an ir- 
radiation of glory, that will outlive the blaze of 
its vittories. | | 


: 


We behold a government, the choice of her 


moſt profound deliberations, come into exerciſe 


under the adminiſtration of her tried patriots. . 


Here we remark the origin of a ſpirit, which like 


a baleful meteor portended darkneſs and ſtorm. 
The unavoidable preference of one character to 
another in the diſtribution of the higher offices of 


ſtate, left diſappointment feſtering in the breaſts of 
thoſe, who from a high appreciation of their ſer- 
vices, from ambition and from a vanity inſeparable 
from human nature, regarded their claims as ſe- 


condary to none. Envy ſwore in the court of 
malice, that ſhe would be revenged on her ſuperi. 


ors ; and her minions waited only for occurrences 
to form a breaſt work, from behind which they 
might direct their deadly weapons and batter down 
the fortreſs, that was ſo unfortunate as to be com- 
manded by perſons better than themſelves, 


1 U 
©} 
. . » 
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WI remark likewiſe a violent prejudice againſt 

a nation, with whom we had contended, originated 

and ſuſtained by the injuries and reſentments of a 

recent war, and cheriſhed and fomented by a cab- 

inet, the darling object of whoſe policy it was, to 

keep alive an eternal enmity: e her and the 
United 3 | 


Ir . no poliiical ſagacity to obſerve, that 
| the tardy, though acceptable aſſiſtance, afforded by 
France in our ſtruggle for independence, had im- 
peeled. this country with views partial to her in- 
tereſts. An unwillingneſs on our part to ſeruti- 
nize the motives, while receiving the benefits, and 
the dexterity of a nation, never known to under- 
value her merits, gave to this interference the name 
of benevolence, for which chey modeſtly demand: 


ed gratitude. TY 152 


Ae 4 exceſs of theſe prejudices, that 
many of the moſt virtuous friends of the Ameri- 
can liberties would have thought themſelves per- 
feQly ſecure in entruſting the jewel of their inde- 
pendence to the ſafe keeping of French generoſi- 
ty, while England was thruſt out of the pale of 
civilized nations, and to treat with her was regard- 

ed impious, as bending the knee to Baal. 
5 B | 


% Au RAT LON. 


I o0o feel a ſenſz of injury, when oppoſing an 

enemy, gives vigour to the warrior, and dignifies 
the patriot ; but to harbour ſenſations of an- 
ger, malice or revenge, aſter the ratification of 
peace, is a deviation from true glory. Theſe feels. 
ings, however, of hatred and affection, had their 
exiſtence, and mutually co-operated in committing 
this country in fome future war with France a- 
gainſt Great Britain, in defiance of ſound policy 
and the diftates of morality, and in impelling us to 


a diſregard of that dignified ſentiment, contained 


in the declaration of independence, to hold them, 
as we hold the reſt of mankind, enemies in war, 
and in peace friends.” Nothing was wanting but 


a colliſion of the powers, who wield the intereſts 


of Europe, and whoſe jarrings make the world a 


theatre of intrigue, to give to our prejudices and 


partialities a contentious and alarming aſpect. 


Tux grievances and oppreffions.of France had 


long been the object of our moſt ſincere commiſ- 
_ eration. A reformation of the government and 


a redreſs of its injuries Was a darling theme of A- 
merican friendſhip; and it was not long, ere the 


trump of Gallie emancipation blew the flame of 
_ enthuſiaſm in this country to an indeſcribable 


beight. In the apprehenfions of many, the millen- 


nium of univerſa] liberty was at hand, and every 


movement in the French revolution was regarded 


Au ORATION {a 
. a progreſſion towards eee the fad 
coridition of r nee6 58 


Faber wire ng the HleAric 3 joy, hich ak. 
5 bed itſelf throughout the United States ather 
ſucceſſes, and well knowing, that time E ad not yet 
effaced the old grudge againſt a nation, to which 
| ſhe is an hereditary enemy, calculated with cer. 


rainty upon the aſſiſtance of America in hoſtilities 


already commenced againſt Great Britain. Un- 
der the ſpecious pretext of a common cauſe; 
France was to have monopolized the commerce 


of the United Stajes, and eramped her rival by 
depriving her of a material branch of her trade. 


We were to he compenſated for the horrors of 
var, and the loſs of the manufacturing induſtry of 
England, by rich cargoes of ribbons and fans. 


Zur the proffered boon and the political in- 
toxication of a part of the country afforded to our 
government, no ſyfficient reaſon, to launch the 
United States into the ocean of war, where all was 
tempeſt and hazard, without any probable prof. 
pedts of gain. The proclamation for neutrality was 
made, and the people ſanftioned it by their repre- 
ſentatives. 


Ir was not long ere the French revolution be. 
gan to diſappoint the expectations of its beſt 


below ole np ag Wh og Set or ACHE > Lee IL a2 
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friends,“ and to ſhew its reſemblance to a fabled 
wonder of antiquity in having the head of a hu. 


man being; but the tail of a ſerpent.” America, 
however, ſtill the enthufiaſt of France, fixed its 
eyes upon the perfect ſhapes of the child, which 


in the dialeQ of the day was called the ſecond 


born of liberty, and like a fond mother, tried to 
forget, that it was a monſter. 


Tux cool decifion of the American govern- 
ment, not to make ourſelves a party in the war, 
which was deluging Europe in blood, called forth 
the intriguing energies of the French cabinet. A 
determination 'to draw a voluntary or forced aid 
from all the world in a war, which was now impi- 
ouſly called a war in favor of the injuried rights 
of man, prompted her to put into operation in this 
country the ſame machinery of revolt, by which 
ſhe' has ſecured unbounded aggrandizement in 
Europe, and poured out the vials of her wrath up- 
on the nations, who have drank the poiſon of her 


cup. 


* That is, after, the juſtice and virtuous moderation of La Fayette 
grew intolerable to the unprincipled characters raiſed to rule, from the 
dregs of ſociety by political ferment. The Prefideat of the United States 
in huis anſwer to one of the late addreſſes made to him, ſays, “ Since the 
commencement of the French Republic, if we except hypocritical pro- 
ſeſſions of extravagant love of our people, I have ſeen nothing in the con- 
duct of that government in Europe, or that of her Miniſters here, but 
unwarrantable depredations, unjuſt exactions, imperious demangs, and 
contumelious language,” | F | 
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WI have ſeen printing preſſes and the merce- 
nary talents of their editors, de voted to her inter- 
eſts, and like machines formed for the purpoſes of 
counteraQtion, and as if directed by a fatal neceſſi- 
ty, uniformly. oppoſing and calumniating the meaſ- 
ures of our government, g We have ſeen her rev - 
olutionary ſocieties eſtahliſned, and by the electric 
rapidity of their communications giving concert 
to oppoſition, and ſounding the tocſin of falſe a- 
larm from one extremity of the continent to the 
other. And what is ſtill ſtranger, we have ſeen 
under the name of friendſhip for the people, a bat- 
 tery formed againſt the people's government, from 
which have iſſued the moſt unheard of calumnies. 
By the dexterity. of her councils and the daring 
enterprize of. her miniſters, ſhe has marſhalled 
every particle of diſcontent in the country into a 
ſubſerviency to her views. Nothing that could 
impart ardor to the virtuous partialities and em- 
bitter the honeſt prejudices of this country; noth 
ing that could flatter the diſappointed, and allure 
the rapacious has been left uneſſayed. Na ex- 
ertions have been wanting, that could excite ſuſ- 
picions againſt, and induce the people to abandon, 

a government, which the all n W of 
France could not controul. 


Ax 3 which adjuſted ſubſiſting dif. : 
ficulties between this country and the power, 


— — —_— + £4 — — 
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with whod we had been at war, and laid the foun- 


dation for a lafling peace between the two nations, 
as it removed a main objeR of French policy far- 
ther from her reach, could not fail of being the 
objet of peculiar oppoſition. Then did we ex- 
perience the efficacious means of France in this 


country. Her printing preſſes teemed with mil. 


repreſentation, and the Britiſh treaty was made 
the rallying point of patty to thouſands i ef 
of its contents. 


- 


THE bottomleſs pit of abuſe was laid q- 
pen, and the deſtroying angel of diviſion directed 
its blaſts to the deathleſs laurels of WasninGtow' 3 
fame. WaAsK1NdTON, great and good name By | 
Heaven deſtined to be tyice thy country's ſaviour, 


With what unſhaken firmneſs didſt thou oppoſe 


thy breaſt to the envenomed ſhafts of this hidden 
warfare, more dangerous, than the open violence 
of arms, and they fell, like the balts of Britiſh 
thunder, harmleſs at thy feet. Do any wounds 
afflit thy boſom ? Oh ! let the balm of thy eoun- 
fry's love heal them. America ſhall be unworthy 
her liberties, and the name of an American ſhall 
be a reproach, when thy ſervices ſhall ceaſe to 
warm the heart with ga or thy virtues ceaſe 
0 be 


« The people's prayer, | the glad Glen 8 — 
The young men's vifion, and the old man's dream,” 


Av OR A TION, ts 
Warn we. recolle@ the proffers of fraternity 
gene roſity and proteQion, which deluded the peo- 
ple of Holland and Belgium; * when we recolled 
that printing preſſes and private ſocieties formed 
the van and paved the way for the revolutionizing 
armiesof France ; thatone oftheſe powers has dwin- 
dled to ſkeleton by her deadly bug, and that the 
| Other has been made to drink the cup of humilia- 
tion to its loweſt dregs ; when we recolle& the 
threats; and the actual execution of an appeal from 
the government to the people of the United States; 
as if they were, or could be made to be, at var - 
ance ; when ve recollect the alarnting, infulting | 
and mutinons infinuations of Barrasf to a diſgrac- 
ed American minifter, the enthuſiaſt for once muſt 
ſee the truth, and the ſceptic ceaſe to doubt of the 
origin and tendency. of the clamovur againft the 
government of the United States. Rejoice, my 
countrymen. America demands the joy. Re- 
joice, that you have not ſeen in this country the 
eſtabliſhment of a revolutionary tribunal; and un- 
der their auſpices, a ſcaffold, where upon the 
charge already fabricated, that * they were. flooping = 
t the ſuggeſtion of their former tyrants," you might 
have ſeen WASNnINOTON qus Abaus marked as | 


* See Harper 3 Addreſs, and the b publiſhed i in the vnde 
M135EWOER of July 21, 1798. 


+ Preſident of the Directory. See his ſpeech to Manroe after tis re· 
call. Had be have ſaid, © Pza?Lz,or Aue take of Wasn N- 
ToN's head ey you will be lree,” it word as! have been more pointed. 
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its prime victims.“ This might you have ſeen with 


unavailing aſtoniſhment, while an executioner was 
Om Vere W * a u of ee ' 
nba is _ taſk « to 8 0 boſllle 
intentions of a nation, whom we have once call- 
ed our ally; diſagreeable is the neceſſity * 
makes it gg ee g _— 12 ef- 


* * 1 , | 
* ” 4 . 9 4 191 1 \ 4 


Dp di and luſt of over] which dens 


one arreſted the F rench revolution, left to 
America, no excluſive favors to hope of her Re. 
public. Her depredations on our commerce were 
indications of hoſtility The rejection of a min- 
iſter, however, deputed by the benevolent and mo- 


ral policy of the United States, for the purpoſes of 


reconciliation, could not convince us, that we 
were to find an enemy in the nation, whom we 
have been proud to call our friend. The revival 
of this miſſion in three of the moſt reſpectable 
characters in America, as it evinced a ſincere diſ- 
poſition on our part for peace with the French 
Republic, was gratifying to the United States in 
general, and ſupported the few remaining hopes 


of a reconciliation.” But the concluſion of this 


* ee the ſame ſpeech. RECOLLECT the infinnations, which have 
wounded your own cars. Oh ! what a terrible purification, would the 
United States have been ſubject to, under the regenerating controul of 
France — Stop, as this humane government do not ſhed hleod now, they 
might os, have heen Bartholomew'd, that is, tranſported to Cayenne. — 
Wuo wou'd not have ſollewed them in voluntary exile ? 
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embaſſy, calculated from the dignity of the per- 
ſons forming it, from the amplitude of their pow- 
ers, and from its being the ſecond attempt at ne- 
gotiation, to flatter the vanity and ſoothe the am- 
bition of any nation on earth, without effecting a 
ſingle objeft of their miſſion, has clouded every 
proſpe& of peace. The ſtill encreafing plunder 
of our property, while the American miniſters 
were waiting, unaccredited, at the footſtool of the 
Directory, by their authority, and by decrees, 
which have empti2d every breeze, freighted with 
our commerce, and every tide laden with our 
wealth, into the coffers of her rapacity, leave onthe 
mind no doubt of the hoſtility of her views, and 
the extremity to which ſhe is determined to drive 
us. Her exaQtion of a gratuity, ar.d the ſtipula- 
tion of a loan, as.preliminaries of their reception, 
enforced by the neceſſity of our compliance, if 
France, all powerful in her partizans, make the 
demand, was, like the aſſerted 5 right of taxing us 
in all caſes whatever,” ſtaring us in the face with 
the death's head of unconditional ſubmiſſion. 


Tux opiates of fraternity adminiſtered by one 
hand, while ſhe has been inflicting upon us the 
molt cruel ſcourges with the other, her pretended 
friendſhip and the bleeding intereſts of our coun- 
try, inſtruct us, to beware of the whited outſides 
of her political N They go about with 


* r "= — — po 7 * — j 
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phylacteries of generoſity on their foreheads, and 


commandments of liberty on the hems of their 
garments; but they are the ſeducers of the un- 
ſuſpecting, and the devourers of the weak. 


Tux declaration of her executive, that“ ſhe 


ought to become the model and arbiter of na- 


tions,” her undiſguiſed attempts to make herſelf 
the deſpot of Europe, and the arbitreſs of the 
world, the murdered liberties of Switzerland, and 
the bartered independence of Venice, warn us, 
with more than archangel eloquence, to rally 
round the ſtandard of government, and to be rea- 
dy to defend the palladium of our ſovercignty. 


AMERICANS! Shall I alarm your fears by 
portraying the terrors of the ſtorm, that cannot 
be averted ? No; but I hail you as having, this 
moment, firmly planted your feet on the threſhold 
of ſafety. Union affords a barrier, that bids de- 
fiance to foreign aggreſſion, and it hath pervaded 
our land with healing in its wings. Whatever 
cauſes may have conſpired to create a difference 
of ſentiment on the minor topics of politics, on 
the grand ſubje& of our independence, can there 
be more than one opinion ? It was the dear pur- 
chaſe of treaſure and blood; and if Americans 
can proſtitute it by the payment of a ſingle barley 
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corn of tribute to any nation on earth, baſe in- 
deed muſt be their degeneracy. 5 


We have eſcaped an “ habitual' hatred” for 
one nation, and an - habitual fondneſs” for anoth- 
er, which, while calling ourſelves free, made us 
really ſlaves and dupes, flaves to our prejudices, 
dupes to our affeRtions, and while contenting our- 
ſelyes with the bauble of nominal ſovereignty, 
degraded our independence, (Oh ! could the re- 


cording angel drop a tear upon the truth and blot 


it out forever) degraded our INDzPENDENCE, I 
ſay, into a ſhameful ſervility to France. America 
is at length ſovereign. We are at laſt FxzEMEN. 


We have eſcaped the contagion of principles 
engendered in a revolution, whoſe page is diſgrac- 
with the maſſacre of two hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand women, and two hundred and thirty thouſand 
children, where the generous virtue of man has 


not been ſufficient to ſhield from political vio- 


lence the fairer, and the iufant part of the human 
race; but they too have been ſacrificed with un- 


relenting barbarity, at the blood-ſtained altar of 


his pretended rights, a 


We have eſcaped the demoralizing influence 


of a revolution, where chriſtianity has been for- 
mally annulled, and its ſabbath eraſed from the 
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callendar ; where the belief, “ that death is an eter. 
nal ſleep,” has forced every barrier of vice and 


every ſafeguard to virtue; where a contempt for 


the ſacred obligations of an oath, a diſregard of 
all ſocial ties and civil ſubordination, and where 
the maxim, that “all means however profligate 
are ſanctioned by the end,“ opened upon the human 
race a new Pandora's box of evils, without any 
hope at the bottom. Theſe have de eſcaped, 
and from their progreſs in Europe, and their aim- 
ing a death ſtroke at the baſe of civil ſociety by 
unloofing the world from its grand hinges of mo- 
rality and religion, they are more terrible, than 

the ravages of the ſword, and portend greater ills 
to wretched humanity, than did ever the triumph 
of the Pope, or the victories of Mahomet. 


ExPrERIENCE, the wiſe inſtruttreſs of man, 
has ſpread before us the chart of deſolated Europe, 
and taught us, with what prudence the finger of 
reform ought to be directed, and with what energy 
the rude arm of innovation muſt be reſtrained, 
leſt in undermining the eſtabliſhments of time, the 
fabric they ſupported ſhould cruſh us in its fall. 


Taz pleaſing and deluſive phantom of nation- 
al generoſity, we have given to the winds. It 
was the dream of a hypocondriac, and more fan- 
taſlic, than the vagaries of a ſelary. The indi- 


vidual, who ſuſpends his felicity on perfonal favor, 
wretehedneſs has called her own. The nation, 
who truſts its independence to the generofity of 
another, have already yoked themſelves for vaſ- 
ſals. | | 

Oh! momentary grace of mortal men, 

Which we more hunt for, than the grace of God. 

Who builds his hopes in air of your fond looks, 

Lives, like a drunken ſailor on a maſt, 

Ready with every nod to tumble Wen 
Iato the fatal bowels of the deep.“ 


Lr us Americanize our feelings, nor ſuffer 
our own intereſts to go to ruin, while we are gol. 
ſipping about the welfare of our neighbours. 


Wr have a conſtitution, the work of our own 
wiſdom, adminiſtered by perſons of our own 
choice. As ſuch, the government and its admin- 
iſtrators deſerve our moſt generous ſupport and 
confidence. Had we a government of fraud or 
violence, had we a monarch impoſed upon us by 
the wayward hand of chance, had we an heredita- 
ry ſenate, whole pretenſions to opulence, power 
and merit depended on the fortuitous circum- 
ſtance of birth, well might the people view in 


their governors an intereſt oppoſed to their wel- 
fare, well might they exerciſe political jealouſy, 
well might the perſon, who ſhould eſpouſe the 
cauſe of the people, in deſpite of the allurements 
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of wealch and the patronage of the great, and nobly 
oppoſe himſelf to the over: bearing ariſtocracy of 


his country, well might he have his name embalm- 


ed to poſterity as the patriot of his day. But in a 


government like ours, founded in public opinion, 


a government, emanating from the ſpirit, the gen- 
ius and the feelings of the people, the man, who 
uniformly oppoſes its meaſures, is, with the cer- 
tainty of all calculations not mathematical, at iſ- 
fue with the WILL of his country, that will to 
which he owes obedience, and far from being the 
patriot of a pepreſentative government, he is only 
the AE of ap@®riot under a monarcuy. Let the 
people be convinced of the truth of this reaſoning, 
founded on the nature of their government, and 
they will rend aſunder the veil of mock patriot- 
ilm, and be able to diſtinguiſh their friends fro 


their flatterers. 


In the criſis, which is dawning upon us, we 


do not look around in vain for objects, which in- 


fpire the moſt flattering hopes. 


 Svrxen me to congratulate you upon the abil- 
ities and virtue, which adorn the chief magiſtracy 
of the United States. Genius, habits of thinking, 
all the ties of honor and intereſt, all the al- 
lurements of fame attach the Preſident to his 
country, and conſpire to render him the moſt 
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undoubted friend of America. The pillar of his if 
glory, founded on the broad and firm. pedeſtal of | 
talents; ſcience, patriotiſm; law and liberty, wants 

only a virtuous and patriotic adminiſtration of the | 
government, the image of his earlieſt and fondet _ 
reſearches, as a Chaplet, to cap and give it perfee - 
uon. 


In the rifing generation, you have a pleaſing 
pledge of a vigorous defence of the rights, the 
hard earnings of their anceſtors. At the altar 

of Liberty have they ſworn, that they will defend 
with their lives, the ſoil of theigy fathers, this 
&« dear, dear ” inheritance of ne Mea freedom. 


Auoxe the firmeſt friends of America, we 
view the veteran aſſerters of her rights, and aſſure 
ourſelves, that the arm, which was nerved to re- 
pel the aggreſſions of a Britiſh Monarch, will not 
fall lifeleſs by its ſide, when ſummoned to refit 
the encroachments of a French DireQory. 


Azove all, my countrymen, you have a pure 
and religious ſource of conſolation in the meaſ- 
ures of your government. A moſt critical review 
of them finds nothing for reproach. The admin- 

"yl miniſtration of the federal government exhibits 
an integrity and rectitude ſeldom to be found in 


the hiſtory of nations. Marked with a ſacred ad- <8 
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f herene to the laws of nations, and a moral regard 
to ſubliſting, particular engagements, it is deſenſi- 
ble at all points. The American Eagle has not 

_ ceaſed to extend to the world her oli ve branch of 
BIEN peace; it is in the laſt reſort only, that ſhe draws 
Ns her arrows from their quiver. When all human 
means have been eſſayed for peace, in vain; when 
we are urged to war by the unrelenting mandates 
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of neceſſity, it is then, in the TERRIBLE APPEAL 
or ARMS, We can look with confidence for ſuc- 


ceſs, to the GOD OF BATTLES. 


* 


17 
— 
= 
3 
A 
* 


— 
— 2 — 


